
The Devil’s Charity — Essay 1

The Pyramid and the Cross: A Map of Power
How the symbol of fallen hierarchy is inverted by Christ’s politics of mercy and accountability

Most men think power is a contest between tribes.

Left and right. Rich and poor. Insider and outsider. Believer and unbeliever.

Yet these are often the wars that are permitted, precisely because they keep men from seeing the war

that is forbidden.

For there is a deeper question beneath every political argument:

Will mercy flow downward and accountability upward—or will the strong remain insulated while the

weak remain blamed?

That question is not a policy question. It is a shape question. A symbol question. A physics of power.

And the two governing shapes are these:

The pyramid and the cross.

The Pyramid Is a Theology Before It Is a Monument

The pyramid is not merely Egyptian architecture. It is a moral diagram.

It is the picture of a world where the many exist for the few.

At the base, bodies carry burden. In the middle, managers translate burden into order. At the top, rulers

collect glory while claiming necessity.

The pyramid says:

• the higher you are, the less accountable you become,

• the lower you are, the more you must explain yourself,

• the strong deserve insulation,

• the weak deserve correction.
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In the pyramid, burden flows downward and glory flows upward.

That is why the pyramid is such an enduring political symbol. It flatters fallen man’s instinct. It offers a

simple bargain:

Give me your weight, and I will give you the story that your weight is noble.

The pyramid is a machine that converts labor into legitimacy. It turns suffering into proof. It persuades

the crushed that their crushing is civilization.

The Sideways War Is How the Pyramid Defends Itself

A pyramid cannot endure if the base begins to look upward in clarity.

So the pyramid teaches the people to fight laterally.

It makes the war sideways because the sideways war is safe. Sideways war drains anger away from the

top and spills it across the base. It makes neighbor the enemy instead of ruler. It makes brother the

problem instead of system.

The sideways war is not always planned like a conspiracy. Often it is simply the predictable behavior of

a structure trying to survive.

When the base begins to suffer, the pyramid does not first repent. It first redirects.

It says:

• “It’s the other tribe’s fault.”

• “It’s the lazy’s fault.”

• “It’s the outsiders’ fault.”

• “It’s the unbelievers’ fault.”

• “It’s the radicals’ fault.”

The details change, but the function remains: keep the people looking sideways.

Because if the people look upward with moral clarity, the pyramid begins to crack.
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The Pyramid Makes Mercy Upward and Accountability Downward

Watch how fallen politics distributes compassion.

When the powerful fail, they are given context. When the weak fail, they are given blame.

The top receives endless mercy: explanations, bailouts, reputational cover, soft landings, “complexity,”

“unavoidable trade-offs.”

The bottom receives endless accountability: discipline, surveillance, paperwork, moral scolding, threat

of removal, “personal responsibility.”

This is not merely hypocrisy. It is the logic of the pyramid.

In a pyramid, the top must be protected at all costs, because the top is where the structure believes

meaning resides. The top is where the story is written.

So the pyramid perfects a cruel inversion:

mercy ascends and accountability descends.

And then it calls this inversion “order.”

Pharaoh Is a Pattern, Not Only a Man

This is why Egypt endures in Scripture.

Pharaoh is not remembered merely because he was wicked, but because his wickedness became a

system. A pattern of rule. A refusal to hear the cry of the burdened, answered not with repentance, but

with increased quotas.

The pyramid was not first built out of limestone. It was built out of arranged humanity:

• the strong insulated,

• the weak demanded,

• the managers used as translators of cruelty,

• the suffering reframed as necessity.

So the plagues were not judgments upon a private sinner only.
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They were blows against an order that called itself eternal.

And that is why the pyramid is always haunted. It knows, somewhere in its marrow, that it is built

against heaven.

The Cross Is the Inversion of the Pyramid

Then comes Christ.

And Christ does not bring a new pyramid. He brings a cross.

The cross is not merely the instrument of death. It is the shape of divine power.

Where the pyramid narrows upward, the cross stretches outward. Where the pyramid ascends away

from the many, the cross descends into the many. Where the pyramid exalts by extracting, the cross

reigns by bearing.

In the pyramid, the king is high and untouchable. In the cross, the King is low and wounded.

And this is why the cross terrifies every fallen ruler.

Because the cross is the declaration that true authority is measured by what it bears, not what it collects.

Pharaoh built the triangle upward. Christ turned the triangle upside down.

The Cross Forbids Horizontal Hatred and Demands Vertical Accountability

Here is one of the most misunderstood things in religion and politics:

Christ forbids us to devour one another. But He does not forbid us to name the burden-makers.

He forbids horizontal hatred—because it is how the pyramid keeps the base in chains.

But He demands vertical accountability—because it is how the pyramid is broken.

The cross is the end of scapegoating. The end of neighbor hatred. The end of “my tribe must destroy

your tribe.” The cross exposes that sideways war is often a ritual of permission while the true altar

remains untouched.

Yet the cross is not passive.
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It is not the blessing of corrupt peace.

It is the judgment of corrupt order.

The Basin and the Table Are the Social Forms of the Cross

Christ did not only die on a cross. He lived its shape.

He took a basin.

He washed feet.

The basin is leadership under the cross: descending, serving, protecting, bearing without self-exaltation.

And He took a table.

He ate with the low. He broke bread. He made faces visible. He restored community without requiring

the poor to prove worthiness first.

The table is society under the cross: burdens circulate, mercy descends, accountability ascends, and no

one rises by stepping on another’s neck.

If you want to know whether a community is pyramidal or Christic, ask:

• Is there a basin, or only a throne?

• Is there a table, or only a hierarchy?

• Does mercy flow down, or upward?

• Does accountability flow up, or down?

• Do the weak receive protection, or paperwork?

These questions reveal the structure more than the slogans.

Why the Pyramid Fears the Cross

The pyramid fears the cross because the cross is the end of its moral magic.
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The pyramid survives by presenting itself as necessary, by turning burden into patriotism and extraction

into virtue.

But the cross reveals a King who refuses that bargain.

It reveals that greatness is measured by service. That authority is proven by sacrifice. That the first must

become last. That the last must be raised.

And it reveals something even more dangerous:

That the people do not need the pyramid to be human. They need the table. They need the basin. They

need the truth.

So the rulers keep the war sideways— because they fear the day the people remember the true politics

of heaven:

accountability upward mercy downward the first last the last first.

A Closing Word

This essay is not a call to faction.

It is a call to orientation.

Do not worship the pyramid because it calls itself stability. Do not confuse peace with passivity. Do not

devour your neighbor because your rulers have taught you to do so.

Return unto the cross. Return unto the basin. Return unto the table.

For the cross is the judgment of every pyramid.

And the day men see the direction of the war, the pyramid begins to crack.


